
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A — Tuesday, 19 September 2017] 

 p68b-70a 
Chair; Mr Terry Redman; Mr Ben Wyatt 

 [1] 

Division 25: Planning, Lands and Heritage — Services 9 and 10, Aboriginal Affairs, $21 344 000 — 

Mr T.J. Healy, Chair. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. 

Mr V. Davies, Acting Assistant Director General. 

Mr J. Deery, Chief Financial Officer. 

Mr D. Foster, Director General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet. 

Mr A. Murphy, Executive Director, Land Approvals and Native Title Unit. 

Mr D. MacKay, Acting Director, Aboriginal Policy Unit. 

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIR: This estimates committee will be reported by Hansard. The daily proof Hansard will be available 
the following day. 

It is the intention of the Chair to ensure that as many questions as possible are asked and answered and that both 
questions and answers are short and to the point. The estimates committee’s consideration of the estimates will be 
restricted to discussion of those items for which a vote of money is proposed in the consolidated account. Questions 
must be clearly related to a page number, item, program or amount in the current division. Members should give 
these details in preface to their question. If a division or service is the responsibility of more than one minister, 
a minister shall only be examined in relation to their portfolio responsibilities. 

The minister may agree to provide supplementary information to the committee rather than asking that the question 
be put on notice for the next sitting week. I ask the minister to clearly indicate what supplementary information he 
agrees to provide and I will then allocate a reference number. 

If supplementary information is to be provided, I seek the minister’s cooperation in ensuring that it is delivered to 
the principal clerk by Friday, 29 September 2017. I caution members that if a minister asks that a matter be put on 
notice, it is up to the member to lodge the question on notice through the online questions system. 
I give the call to the member for Warren–Blackwood. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: My question relates to Aboriginal Affairs from a policy perspective. Regional services 
reform was initiated by the previous government. One platform in the reform involved an employment package 
that put some good pull targets for government agencies to walk the walk and employ Aboriginal people on 
a regional target basis rather than a statewide target basis. Does the government intend to stick with that policy 
setting; and, if so, what stage is it at? 
Mr B.S. WYATT: That is a good question and I will ask the executive director of the Aboriginal policy unit to 
make some comments about that. 
Mr D. MacKay: The government has introduced a range of things to advance Aboriginal employment, including 
the Western Australian Jobs Bill 2017, which was introduced into the Assembly. The Minister for Finance has the 
Aboriginal procurement policy and the Public Sector Commission is continuing with its employment strategy. As 
part of that the Department of the Premier and Cabinet has taken overall responsibility for Aboriginal employment 
across the whole public sector and is coordinating that. Through the range of those things and in other portfolios 
we are putting together a collective approach to Aboriginal employment both in the public sector and through 
government contracts and so on. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: Further, can the minister outline the regional services reform unit? My understanding is that 
it is being led by Housing and Peter Tinley as the lead minister. Can the minister outline whether the unit that 
comprised 22 staff previously has been maintained and does it have the imprimatur of cabinet and the Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs to pursue that agenda? Because of the staffing question, I will ask Mr Foster, the DG of DPC, 
to make some comments. 
Mr D. Foster: The regional service reform unit, as the member knows, had a very interesting and ambitious 
agenda. The short answer is that we have scaled it up statewide through establishing the Department of 
Communities. A large number of staff from that reform unit have gone with that department under 
Grahame Searle’s leadership. I have shamelessly plundered a few people for the DPC Aboriginal policy unit, 
including Mr Mackay, so we still have a close relationship between the team in Communities and DPC. In fact, 
the Aboriginal policy unit in DPC draws from a range of different agencies, including the former Department of 
Aboriginal Affairs, but, importantly, key people from the regional services reform unit. As the member knows, 
they had finite funding. One of the things we need to look at is normalising and establishing that as best practice 
across the sector, hence the creation of the Department of Communities. 
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[5.50 pm] 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: Further to that, a lot of work was done to try to shift the dial and try to coordinate collective 
agency investments in this space. Part of that was around obligations that were attached to any investments and, 
I guess, groundwork done with remote Aboriginal communities in particular, in terms of instilling those 
obligations, such as school attendance, for example. Is it the intent to have the same principles, if you like, that 
were laid out to be followed? 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Yes, and in fact the work that was done around getting an understanding of the capacity of 
a lot of remote communities has come up with some very valuable information. I do not think there had really been 
an audit of a lot of those communities. In terms of school attendance et cetera, yes, absolutely. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: One last quick question, if I may. The Treasurer quite rightly highlighted his desire—in fact, 
in history it was mine as well—to get out of Aboriginal Lands Trust land and dispose of it. One of the issues we 
butted up against was contamination and a range of other things that were, in fact, liabilities. Has the Treasurer 
made provision in the budget for liabilities to settle that prior to disposal? 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Not yet. Some may do, but not overall. The problem with the ALT estate is that it is a huge, 
valuable asset for Aboriginal people, but there are also some significant liability issues—contamination is a classic 
one—and a budget that has not really had provision for that for probably decades. I am finding now that one of 
the bigger issues for divesting that will probably be around tenure. I know the member is not unfamiliar with that 
issue. How do we divest it, and is there a tenure that we might need to create to allow that? I have not yet landed 
on that position. I have set an ambitious—very ambitious—target, but whether we achieve it or not, I do not know. 
I am also asking, and have put it upon Aboriginal communities, to come back to me with ALT land, particularly 
in the larger centres such as Broome and Kalgoorlie et cetera that they think can be divested. I am willing to take 
that risk of divestment, provided there can be at least some agreement—not universal agreement, because we will 
never get that—from those Aboriginal groups and communities. But sitting within the ALT with almost no budget 
to do anything with it is just a complete waste. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is no man’s land. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Correct. It has caused me some frustration, I must admit, because it is proving to be more 
difficult than I would have hoped, but there may be some tenure issues we need to deal with. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I refer to page 62 of budget paper No 2 and the heading “Significant Issues Impacting the 
Agency”; this is obviously Department of the Premier and Cabinet. With regard to the government’s Target 120 
program, does the Treasurer have any insight into how many of those 120 targeted juveniles might be of Aboriginal 
or Islander descent? 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Good question. I do not, but I dare say it would be in the order of 40 per cent. In respect of the 
detail, the member will have to ask the relevant minister, but it would be 40 per cent, I would have thought, 
member. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Just to clarify, is that not something the minister has any input into as Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs? 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I have more input into it as Treasurer. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Just further to that, that is overseen by the Community Safety and Family Support Cabinet 
Sub Committee. With regard to the composition of that subcommittee, is that something that the Treasurer is part of? 
Mr B.S. WYATT: No. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Further to that, on that subcommittee is there any representative of the Treasurer in relation 
to Aboriginal affairs? 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Yes, there is—the director general, Darren Foster. 
The appropriation was recommended. 
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